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Virginia Delegate Bob Marshall of Manassas Degraded People with Disabilities

People with disabilities throughout Virginia have been angered by the remarks of Delegate Bob Marshall of Manassas.  Delegate Marshall stated that "the number of children who are born subsequent to a first abortion with handicaps has increased dramatically" implying that disability is a "special punishment."

The Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living does not believe that disability is a punishment.  VACIL is proud of the thousands of people who were born with disabilities and their accomplishments.  Virginians with disabilities continue to be discriminated against and denied services needed to live in the community.

Most Virginians respect the lives of people with disabilities and support efforts needed to improve community integration.  These biased and hurtful remarks have no place in contemporary dialogue.

"The Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living is extremely disappointed by Delegate Marshall’s remarks.  These comments are a poignant reminder that Virginians with disabilities have a long way to go in fighting for their civil rights,” said Karen Michalski-Karney, President of VACIL.

Lisbet Dula from Virginia Beach said, "I have a full and rewarding life and my disability is part of what makes me who I am and has been part of the path to what I have achieved.  To say that my disability is a punishment or that my life and personhood are less than someone else’s takes away my social equality as a Virginian.”

“To discount people with disabilities and to call them a "punishment" is wrong. I may be a person with a disability but that's the point...first and foremost I am a PERSON. I am not my disability and my disability does not define me,” said Jason Neal from Abingdon who was born with spina bifida.

Stephanie George who lives in Manassas independently and who has cerebral palsy said, “The moral dilemma is that people with disabilities must beg and fight for services.  Apparently for some legislators, life is valuable before birth, and then some sort of transformation occurs to lessen the value of that life after birth.”
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