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NOTICE OF STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL

PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS


Your input is requested by the Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) on the proposed State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL).   The public comments received from Virginians with disabilities, their families and other interested parties will assist the SILC in the development of the 2011 – 2013 State Plan. The basic themes/issues addressed in the goals, objectives and activities of this draft document were identified during an on-line survey conducted by the SILC from August 10, 2009 through September 7, 2009. 

 By a federal mandate, the purpose of the Statewide Independent Living Council is to perform the duties of a planning council to identify the independent living needs of Virginians with disabilities. Every three years, the SILC, partnering with the Department of Rehabilitative Services and the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired, develops a plan that addresses those needs.  Because the SILC is a planning body and does not deliver direct services, it has the responsibility of monitoring the achievements of the goals and activities within the Plan and to distribute Rehabilitation Act Title VII, Part B funds allocated by Congress.  

You may review the proposed State Plan and submit comments by visiting the SILC website at www.vasilc.org or by visiting your local Center for Independent Living (CIL) to review and complete a public input/comment form. A directory of the CIL’s in Virginia can be found at www.vadrs.org/cbs/cils.htm.

If you do not have computer access, you may send your written comments to: 

Rhonda Jeter

SILC Administrator

8004 Franklin Farms Drive

Richmond, Virginia  23229

FAX (804) 662-7663

For comments to be considered for the 2011 – 2013 State Plan development, they must be received by March 31, 2010.  However, public input to the SILC’s planning efforts is welcomed at any time.  

If you require an alternate format of the proposed State Plan and/or the public input/comment form, please contact Rhonda Jeter at (804) 325-1360 or (866) 460-9306, or by email at Rhonda.Jeter@drs.virginia.gov.    

WHO WE ARE: 

The Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) is an independent planning body working with the Department of Rehabilitative Services and the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired to increase the positive impact of independent living (IL) services in Virginia.  The SILC is comprised of gubernatorial appointees who represent people with significant disabilities throughout the State, the interest of Centers for Independent Living (CIL’s) and other independent living programs and services.  

WHAT WE DO: 

We are responsible for the development and implementation of the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL).  The SPIL, which is required by Section 704 of the federal Rehabilitation Act, is updated every three years and identifies specific objectives and timelines for ensuring that the Commonwealth is providing the appropriate planning, financial support, coordination, and other assistance to address the needs of citizens with disabilities for independent living services. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

The Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council's mission is to promote effective policies, programs, and activities that maximize independence for Virginian's with disabilities by:

· developing, monitoring, reviewing and evaluating the State Plan for Independent Living, 

· supporting and expanding the state network of Centers for Independent Living, 

· creating a culture for full integration and independence, 

· advocating systems change for full access and equality in community life, 

· educating policy makers and stakeholders about the importance of independent living, 

· developing a strategy for collaboration among stakeholders in the disability community, 

· leading to full inclusion and independence in the Commonwealth. 

